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DETAILED ACTION 

Request For Continued Examination 

1 . The request filed on 12/05/03 for a Request For Continued Examination (RCE) Pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.1 14.based on the Application Serial No. 09/383,924. An action on the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Nishiwaki (US Patent No. RE37,031 E) and Mandel (US Patent No. 5,435,544). 

As to claim 1, Nishiwaki teaches a printing system in which a host device (2 in fig. 1) and 
a printer (6 in fig. 1) are connected via a communication medium and a print job produced in the 
host device is transferred to the printer to execute printing, comprising: 

Memory means (i.e., RAM) in which paper output place information (ID of selected bin 
123) on the paper output place (bin 123) used in the print job is registered (col. 5, lines 65-67 and 
steps of S3 and S5; note: the print job is assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 
123, col. 6, line 47 and 57); 

Retrieval means (i.e., 101 in fig. 2) for retrieving paper output place information on a 
designated print job from the memory means; and 
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Information means (i.e., 102 in fig. 2) for informing the paper output place information 
on the designated print job obtained in retrieving step, to the user, in response to issue of the 
request in the step of issuing the request (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from 
information in RAM 106, the information is retrieved and informed to the host device), 

requisition means for requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the printer unit 
send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), wherein the 
information means enables to inhibit informing the user of the paper output place information 
when a request is not issued by the requisition means (It is noted that the printer informs to the 
user when the bin is selected by the user on the requested print job "col. 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". 
In the case of the shared bin "col. 5, lines 57-58, col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed 
from the printer because the user already knows his completed print job located in the shared (or 
default) bin and his generated print job does not issue the selected bin); 

Although Nishiwaki teaches requisition means for requesting the status of locks and bins 
(in fig. 6, the printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and 
bins), Nishiwaki does not teach requisition means for issuing a request for paper output place 
information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print 
job, according to an instruction from the user. 

Mandel teaches requisition means for issuing a request for paper output place information 
for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according 
to an instruction from the user (col. 28, lines 57-63: User Interface requisites for displaying the 
bins information for enabling a user to specify a bin to be used in designated job with the user 
name according to an instruction from the user). 



Application/Control Number: 09/383,924 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Nishiwaki for issuing a request for paper 
output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a 
designated print job, according to an instruction from the user as taught by Mandel. The 
suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be reasoned by one of ordinary 
skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified printer of Nishiwaki would 
increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin from the user's print job. The 
resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the assigned bin from the user' s 
print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 

As to claim 2, Nishiwaki teaches detection means for detecting papers stacked on the 
paper output place of the printer, and elimination means for eliminating information on the print 
job having used the corresponding paper output place from the memory means when the 
detection means detects that papers have been removed from the paper output place (in step of 
SI in fig. 5 and col. 7, lines 31-37 describes that the data in table shows the bin is available when 
the bin contains no the printouts). 

As to claim 3, Nishiwaki teaches the memory means or retrieval means is provided in the 
printer (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 2). 

As to claim 4, Nishiwaki teaches the memory means or retrieval means is provided in the 
host device (col. 3, lines 49-50 describes that the user who can select the bin at the his computer. 
That means the storage process of the storage unit specifying information is in the host device 
and is performed by host). 



Application/Control Number: 09/383,924 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2624 

As to claim 5, Nishiwaki teaches a method for controlling a printing system in which a 
host device (2 in fig. 1) and a printer (6 in fig. 1) are connected via a communication medium 
and a print job produced in the host device is transferred to the printer to execute printing, 
comprising: 

registering paper output place information (ID of selected bin 123) on the paper output 
place (bin 123) used in the print job in memory (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and S5; note: 
the print job is assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 47 and 
57); 

retrieving paper output place information on a designated print job from the memory 
means; and informing of the paper output place information on the designated print job obtained 
by the retrieval (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in RAM 106, 
the information is retrieved and informed to the host device). 

requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the printer unit send inquiry signal to 
mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), wherein the information means enables to 
inhibit informing the user of the paper output place information when a request is not issued by 
the requisition means (It is noted that the printer informs to the user when the bin is selected by 
the user on the requested print job "col. 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". In the case of the shared bin 
"col. 5, lines 57-58, col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed from the printer because the 
user already knows his completed print job located in the shared (or default) bin and his 
generated print job does not issue the selected bin). 

Although Nishiwaki teaches of requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the 
printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), Nishiwaki 
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does not teach of request for paper output place information for enabling a user to specify a 
paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from the user. 

Mandel teaches of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to 
specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from 
the user (in fig. 6 indicates the step of "does the user have a pre-assigned bin for this 
Mailbox/Fin."; and step of" will the new job fit entirely into this bin" and then step of" Assign 
all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Nishiwaki for issuing a request for paper 
output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a 
designated print job, according to an instruction from the user as taught by Mandel The 
suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be reasoned by one of ordinary 
skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified printer of Nishiwaki would 
increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin from the user's print job. The 
resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the assigned bin from the user's 
print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 

As to claim 6, Nishiwaki teaches detecting papers stacked on the paper output place of 
the printer, and elimination means for eliminating information on the print job having used the 
corresponding paper output place from the memory means when the detection means detects that 
papers have been removed from the paper output place (in step of S 1 in fig. 5 and col. 7, lines 
31-37 describes that the data in table shows the bin is available when the bin contains no the 
printouts). 
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As to claim 7, Nishiwaki teaches the registration step or retrieval step is provided in the 
printer (col 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 2). 

As to claim 8, Nishiwaki teaches the registration step or retrieval step is provided in the 
host device (col. 6, line 3). 

As to claims 9, Nishiwaki teaches the memory medium ROM (104 in fig. 2) which stores 
the program for a printing system in which a host device (2 in fig. 1) and a printer (6 in fig. 1) are 
connected via a communication medium and a print job produced in the host device is 
transferred to the printer to execute printing, comprising: 

registering paper output place information (ID of selected bin 123) on the paper output 
place (bin 123) used in the print job in memory (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and S5; note: 
the print job is assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 47 and 



retrieving paper output place information on a designated print job from the memory 
means; and informing of the paper output place information on the designated print job obtained 
by the retrieval (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in RAM 106, 
the information is retrieved and informed to the host device). 

requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the printer unit send inquiry signal to 
mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), wherein the information means enables to 
inhibit informing the user of the paper output place information when a request is not issued by 
the requisition means (It is noted that the printer informs to the user when the bin is selected by 
the user on the requested print job "col. 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". In the case of the shared bin 
"col. 5, lines 57-58, col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed from the printer because the 



57); 
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user already knows his completed print job located in the shared (or default) bin and his 
generated print job does not issue the selected bin); 

Although Nishiwaki teaches of requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the 
printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), Nishiwaki 
does not teach requisition means for issuing a request for paper output place information for 
enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to 
an instruction from the user. 

Mandel teaches of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to 
specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from 
the user (in fig. 6 indicates the step of "does the user have a pre-assigned bin for this 
Mailbox/Fin."; and step of" will the new job fit entirely into this bin" and then step of" Assign 
all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

As to claim 10, Nishiwaki teaches detecting papers stacked on the paper output place of 
the printer, and elimination means for eliminating information on the print job having used the 
corresponding paper output place from the memory means when the detection means detects that 
papers have been removed from the paper output place (in step of SI in fig. 5 and col 7, lines 
31-37 describes that the data in table shows the bin is available when the bin contains no the 
printouts). 

As to claim 1 1 , Nishiwaki teaches the registration step or retrieval step is provided in the 
printer (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 2). 

As to claim 12, Nishiwaki teaches the registration step or retrieval step is provided in the 
host device (col 6, line 3). 
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As to claim 13, Nishiwaki teaches a method for controlling a printing system which 
includes a printer having a print unit for performing a print process on a print job and plural sheet 
storage units, the method comprising: 

requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the printer unit send inquiry signal to 
mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), 

a notification step, of notifying the user of the storage unit specifying information (ID of 
selected bin 123) corresponding to the designated print job, in response to the issuance of the 
request in the request step (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and S5; note: the print job is 
assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 47 and 57; col. 5, line 66 
to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in RAM 106, the information is retrieved and 
informed to the host device), 

wherein the information step includes enabling inhibition of informing the user of the 
storage unit specifying information corresponding to the designated print job when a request is 
not issued by the requisition means (It is noted that the printer informs to the user when the bin is 
selected by the user on the requested print job "col. 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". In the case of the 
shared bin "col. 5, lines 57-58, col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed from the printer 
because the user already knows his completed print job located in the shared (or default) bin and 
his generated print job does not issue the selected bin). 

Although Nishiwaki teaches of requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the 
printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), Nishiwaki 
does not teach of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to specify a 
paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from the user. 
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Mandel teaches of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to 
specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from 
the user (in fig. 6 indicates the step of "does the user have a pre-assigned bin for this 
Mailbox/Fin."; and step of" will the new job fit entirely into this bin" and then step of" Assign 
all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Nishiwaki for issuing a request for paper 
output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a 
designated print job, according to an instruction from the user as taught by Mandel. The 
suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be reasoned by one of ordinary 
skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified printer of Nishiwaki would 
increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin from the user's print job. The 
resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the assigned bin from the user's 
print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 

As to claim 14, Nishiwaki teaches a storage step, of storing, in a memory unit, the storage 
unit specifying information (bin 123) of each print job capable of performing management 
concerning which print job uses which sheet storage unit (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and 
S5; note: the print job is assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 
47 and 57), and informing of the paper output place information on the designated print job 
obtained by the retrieval (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in 
RAM 106, the information is retrieved and informed to the host device). 
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As to claim 15, Nishiwaki teaches the memory means or retrieval means is provided in 
the printer (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 2). 

As to claim 16, Nishiwaki teaches the storage process of the storage unit specifying 
information in the storage step is performed by a host device capable of transmitting a print job 
to the printer (col. 3, lines 49-50 describes that the user who can select the bin at the his 
computer. That means the storage process of the storage unit specifying information is in the host 
device and is performed by host). 

As to claim 17, Nishiwaki teaches the issue of the request of the storage unit specifying 
information in the request step is performed by a host capable of communicating with the printer 
(col. 3, lines 48-49 and col. 6, lines 3-6). 

As to claim 18, Nishiwaki teaches execution of the request causes at least any of plural 
units including an application unit, a utility unit, a printer driver unit and an interface driver unit 
of the host device to generate inquiry data based on the request (It is noted that since the user 
generates the print job including the selected bin "col. 3, lines 48-49", there inherently is a 
component corresponding to at least any of plural units including an application unit or a printer 
driver at the host device to generate inquiry data based on the request). 

As to claim 19, Nishiwaki teaches the inquiry data is composed of plural data including 
command data for instructing an inquiry concerning the storage unit and job data for specifying 
the job (col. 3, lines 35-38 and 48-49). 

As to claim 20, Mandel teaches the notifying step includes notifying a user of the host of 
the storage unit specifying information, by causing a display unit of the host device to display the 
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storage unit specifying information in response to the issuance of the request through the host 
device in the request step (col. 28, lines 57-63). 

As to claim 21, Nishiwaki teaches the issuance of the request of the storage unit 
specifying information in the request step can be performed through another device, different 
from the host device (it is noted that a plurality of the host devices connects in the network with 
the printer "fig. 1", thus, any of the host devices can request the status of the print job from that 
printer). 

As to claim 22, Nishiwaki teaches the notifying step includes notifying a user of the 
another device of the storage unit specifying information, by causing a displaying unit of the 
another device to display the storage unit specifying information in response to the issuance of 
the request through the another device in the request step (fig. 1 indicates that the printer, the 
host device and the another device may mutually communicate through a network. Thus, a 
displaying unit of the another device to display the storage unit specifying information in 
response to the issuance of the request through the another device in the request step). 

As to claim 23, Nishiwaki teaches the printer, the host device and another device may 
mutually communicate through a network (please see fig. 1). 

As to claim 24, Nishiwaki the request step includes issuing the request of the storage unit 
specifying information for enabling the user to specify the sheet storage unit used for the 
designated print job, designated based on the user's operation, from among the plural sheet 
storage units of the plural printers including the printer and another printer, according to the 
instruction from the user (col. 3, lines 47-49), and 
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the notification step includes notifying the user of the storage unit specifying information 
for enabling the user to specify the sheet storage unit used for the designated print job from 
among the plural storage units of the plural printers including the printer and the another printer, 
according to the issue of the request in the request step (col. 3, lines 49-52). 

As to claim 25, Nishiwaki the notifying step includes notifying the user of the storage 
unit specifying information according to the issuance of the request in the request step, within at 
least a period from print completion of the designated print job to removal completion of the 
sheet for the designated print job from the sheet storage unit (please see step of S3, S6 and S8). 

As to claim 26, Nishiwaki teaches a printing system which includes a printer having a 
print unit for performing a print process on a print job and plural sheet storage units, comprising: 

request means for requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the printer unit send 
inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), 

notifying means for notifying the user of the storage unit specifying information (ID of 
selected bin 123) corresponding to the designated print job, in response to the issuance of the 
request in the request step (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and S5; note: the print job is 
assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 47 and 57; col. 5, line 66 
to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in RAM 106, the information is retrieved and 
informed to the host device), 

wherein the information step includes enabling inhibition of informing the user of the 
storage unit specifying information corresponding to the designated print job when a request is 
not issued by the requisition means (It is noted that the printer informs to the user when the bin is 
selected by the user on the requested print job "col, 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". In the case of the 
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shared bin "col. 5, lines 57-58, col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed from the printer 
because the user already knows his completed print job located in the shared (or default) bin and 
his generated print job does not issue the selected bin). 

Although Nishiwaki teaches of requesting the status of locks and bins (in fig. 6, the 
printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins), Nishiwaki 
does not teach of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to specify a 
paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from the user. 

Mandel teaches of requesting for paper output place information for enabling a user to 
specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from 
the user (in fig. 6 indicates the step of "does the user have a pre-assigned bin for this 
Mailbox/Fin."; and step of" will the new job fit entirely into this bin" and then step of" Assign 
all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Nishiwaki for issuing a request for paper 
output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a 
designated print job, according to an instruction from the user as taught by Mandel. The 
suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be reasoned by one of ordinary 
skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified printer of Nishiwaki would 
increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin from the user's print job. The 
resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the assigned bin from the user's 
print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 
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As to claim 27, due to the similarity of this claim to that of claim 1 , this claim is rejected 
as the reasons applied to claim 13. 

Response to Arguments and Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/5/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. This action is made non-final. 

The new limitations from the amended claims: "wherein the information means enables 
to inhibit informing the user of the paper output place information when a request is not issued 
by the requisition means". However, the teaching of Nishiwaki overcomes the above limitations 
by teaching that the printer informs to the user when the bin is selected by the user on the 
requested print job "col. 6, lines 3-6 and 57-63". In the case of the shared bin "col. 5, lines 57-58, 
col. 8, lines 22-28", the user is not informed from the printer because the user already knows his 
completed print job located in the shared (or default) bin and his generated print job does not 
issue the selected bin). 

Applicant argued that nothing has been found in Nishiwaki that teaches or suggests 
requisition means issuing a request of paper output place information, enabling to an specify a 
paper output place used in a designated print job, according to an instruction by the user, and 
information means informing the user of paper output place information on the designated print 
job, obtained by the retrieval means, in response to the request by the requisition means, as 
recited in claim 1. However, Nishiwaki teaches a printing system in which a host device (2 in fig. 
1) and a printer (6 in fig. 1) are connected via a communication medium and a print job produced 
in the host device is transferred to the printer to execute printing, comprising: Memory means 
(i.e. , RAM) in which paper output place information (ID of selected bin 123) on the paper output 
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place (bin 123) used in the print job is registered (col. 5, lines 65-67 and steps of S3 and S5; 
note: the print job is assigned with personal ID number to ID of selected bin 123, col. 6, line 47 
and 57); Retrieval means (i.e., 101 in fig. 2) for retrieving paper output place information on a 
designated print job from the memory means; and Information means (i.e., 102 in fig. 2) for 
informing the paper output place information on the designated print job obtained in retrieving 
step, to the user, in response to issue of the request in the step of issuing the request (col. 5, line 
66 to col. 6, line 6 and lines 58-59; from information in RAM 106, the information is retrieved 
and informed to the host device); requisition means for requesting the status of locks and bins (in 
fig. 6, the printer unit send inquiry signal to mailbox unit and receiving status of locks and bins). 

However, Nishiwaki does not teach requisition means for issuing a request for paper 
output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a 
designated print job, according to an instruction from the user. 

Mandel teaches requisition means for issuing a request for paper output place information 
for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to be used in a designated print job, according 
to an instruction from the user (in fig. 6 indicates the step of "does the user have a pre-assigned 
bin for this Mailbox/Fin."; and step of " will the new job fit entirely into this bin" and then step 
of" Assign all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

Therefore, the suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be 
reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified 
printer of Nishiwaki would increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin 
from the user's print job. The resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the 
assigned bin from the user's print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 
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Applicant argued that Nishiwaki transmits ID information, not requested or desired by 
the user, to the host, increasing needless data being exchanged in the printing system. This 
additional communication traffic decreases the efficiency and productivity of the entire printing 
system " In reply, Mandel in combination with Nishiwaki teaches requisition means for issuing a 
request for paper output place information for enabling a user to specify a paper output place to 
be used in a designated print job, according to an instruction from the user (in fig. 6 indicates the 
step of "does the user have a pre-assigned bin for this Mailbox/Fin."; and step of" will the new 
job fit entirely into this bin" and then step of" Assign all sets to the user's pre-assigned bin"). 

Therefore, the suggestion for modifying the printing system of Nishiwaki can be 
reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by Mandel because the modified 
printer of Nishiwaki would increase the efficiency of the printer for accepting the assigned bin 
from the user's print job. The resultant system would have ability to perform either accepting the 
assigned bin from the user's print job or assigning bin for the user's print job. 

Furthermore, Mandel (US Patent No. 5,823,529) discloses the status of mailbox bins is 
full or almost full and tell user to select other bins. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the cited prior art fully discloses the claimed 
invention and the rejection stand. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4857 or 
E-mail address is Douglas.tran@uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Douglas Q. Tran 
Jan. 25, 2004 




